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—Photo by Jack Lindsay 


Miss Lucille Stephan, of the Alma operating staff, Vancouver. 
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One of the B. C. Telephone Company's outstanding contributions to Canada’s war effort was its 
participation in the Pacific Communications Programme. Above is Frank Wolokoff, of the engineering 
department, surveying for this job on the east coast of Vancouver Island. 
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—Photo by Jack Lindsay 


In these days of telephone waiting lists, one of the most popular men (if he comes around) is the 
telephone installer. Pictured above is Charlie McAndrew, a member of the Vancouver installation 


staff and a telephone man for 30 years. This picture of Charlie was the inspiration for a recent 
B. C. Telephone billboard. See next page. 





: The Phone Man Sa ys: 
A EE E HEADING BACK’ TO NORMAL 


S = ‘but therelll be waiting lists | 
for many months yet 7. 





For this recent B. C. Telephone billboard, displayed in Vancouver, Victoria and New Westminster, 
Artist Reg. Stephens used as his model Charlie McAndrew, veteran Vancouver installer. A full-length 


photo of Charlie appears on the preceding page. 
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‘ —Photo by Jack Lindsay 
Earl Squire (with pointer), superintendent of switchboard installation, has been conducting a course 
in telephony for junior members of his department. Over 60 have taken the course, a majority of them 


ex-service men. Five of the number have won the Distinguished Flying Cross. 
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—Photo by Jack Lindsay 


Here’s another photo of the switchboard installation department’s class in telephony, this time 


receiving instruction in practical switchboard installation from Jack Borrie (left), supervising foreman. 
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—Photo by Jack Lindsay 


A champion surveys his trophies. John Dale, of the printing and stationery department, Vancouver, 
was coach of the Burrard lacrosse team that won Dominion lacrosse honors for 1945. The trophies 
(left to right) are: The MacDonald trophy, the Kilmarnock Cup and the Mann Cup, emblematic of 
league, B. C. and Canadian championships. 





—Photo by Dominion Photo Co. 


Man of many guns is Harold Ranniger (above), of the Vancouver installation department, pictured 
in the basement workshop of his home. A keen sportsman, Harold’s main hobby is the making and 
remaking of firearms. 
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Equestrians. At the left is Miss Cecilia Lillico, Bayview operator, astride ‘Coronation’, a five-year- 
old hunter that jumped at the Southlands Horse Show, Vancouver, in September. At the right is Miss 
Elsie Dunn, of the Duncan operating staff, with her horse, winner of four first prizes and one third at 
the Cobble Hill Fair in September. 
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—Photo by Stride Studios 


Artist. Here is S. Gore Connell, chief clerk to the district commercial manager, New Westminster, 
at work on a water color painting in the garden of his home. 
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—Photo by Jack Lindsay 


The North Vancouver central office (above) was recently enlarged to provide more spacious and 
more comfortable quarters for off-duty operators. 





—Photos by jack Lindsay 


Miss Ethel Gulliford, North chief operator, and Garnet Lee, North plant man. 





—Photo by Jack Lindsay 


A corner of the lounge in the enlarged North Vancouver central office building. Operators in the 
photo (left to right) are: Miss Anita Scott, Miss Joan Lundgren, Miss Betty Blinko and Miss 


Sheila Scott. 
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—Photo by Jack Lindsay 


The smart kitchenette adjoining the lounge in the North Vancouver central office. In the photo 


are: Miss Jessie MacDonald (at stove), Miss Elizabeth Bowling and Miss Flora Hooson. 
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—Photos by Jack Lindsay 
At the left is Miss Betty Blinko, North operator, and at the right are two members of the North 
plant staff, George Linsey (left) and Al Hatter. 
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—Vancouver Sun Photo 


The Torfason sisters, Miss Evelyn (left), of 
plant accounting, and Miss Margaret, of Bayview 
maintenance, photographed by a newspaper 


—Photo by Charles West 


Ball player. The young lady with the bat is 
Miss Gloria Derby, a member of the Bayview 
operating staff, Vancouver. 


cameraman at the “Wings of Victory” show, 
Vancouver. 
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She is wearing the 
uniform of the Neon senior “B”’ ladies’ fastball 
team. 
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Secret of Wartime What-Is-It Building Finally Revealed 





N the “Now-It-Can-Be-Told” class is the 
story of the mysterious windowless build- 
ing which was erected at 776 Seymour 

street, adjoining the B. C. Telephone Com- 
pany’s headquarters building, Vancouver, 
during the war. 

Now it is revealed that it has been the 
nerve centre of the Pacific Communications 
System, which spanned the British Columbia 
coast for defence purposes. In the building 
and designing of this system the B. C. Tele- 
phone Company played a prominent part. 
Much of the planning for the communica- 
tions centre was done by the B. C. Telephone 
Company's engineering department. 

Attracting a great deal of attention because 
of its strange and massive design, the struc- 
ture has been officially described as “blast 
and splinterproof”. The only entrance direct 
from the outside is from the lane. 

The new building is owned by the B. C. 
Telephone Company, which erected it to the 
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specifications of the defence authorities. The 
equipment was installed by the switchboard 
installation staff. Architects for the building 
were McCarter & Nairne, and the contracting 
firm was Armstrong & Monteith Construction 
Company Ltd. In the construction, a record 
for western Canada is said to have been made 
when 1,000 yards of concrete were poured in 
eight hours. 

The Telephone Company plans to remodel 
the building in due course in order to use the 
whole of it for ordinary telephone purposes. 
This will entail cutting windows and doors 
through the thick concrete walls with their 
steel reinforcing and removing a_three-foot 
reinforced concrete slab from the roof in order 
to add several more storeys. 

The building is air conditioned and artifi- 
cially lighted. It has its emergency 
power plant, which would have enabled it to 
obtain power for lighting, heating and ventila- 
tion, and for operating the communications 
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A mystery no longer is this windowless structure, adjoining the B.C. Telephone Company's headquarters 
building, Vancouver. It was constructed during the war as the nerve centre of the Pacific Communica- 
tions System, which spanned the British Columbia coast for defence purposes, 
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Inside the P. C. S. centre, Vancouver, Left: the R. C. A. F. 
the foreground, 


a former B. C. Velephone operator, in 


switchboard, with Miss Helen McMaster, 
Centre: the equipment room. Right: 


Harry Lake (left) and Wire Chief Eric Mason, both B. C. Telephone men, at the test desk, Photos 
by Dominion Photo Co. 


equipment for an indefinite period. Also in 
the building was placed an emergency power 
plant that would have served the telephone 
system of downtown Vancouver in the event 
of the ordinary source of power being cut off. 
The equipment in the building included a tele- 
phone switchboard manned by the women of 
the R. C. A. F. 

The communications centre and the power 
plants are located in the basement, above 
which there are two storeys supported by 
massive walls and pillars. At first the ground 
floor was reserved for use as an emergency 
headquarters for the Pacific Command, in the 
event that the Jericho Beach headquarters 
were bombed out, but now both floors are occu- 


pied by offices of the ‘Telephone Company. 
The roof is five feet thick; the basement walls 
are three feet thick; the walls above the base- 
ment are two and a half feet thick; the doors 
are of half-inch steel; the Lasement floor is 
two and a half feet thick; the floors are 
eighteen inches thick. <A total of 8,910 tons 
(4,400 yards) of concrete went into the struc- 
ture and 400 tons of reinforcing steel was 
used, An intricate system of baflle walls was 
built at all openings as a protection against 
blast. This created a “maze” effect. For 
example, to enter the basement from the lane 
it is necessary to turn four corners, go through 
four doors, and descend a flight of stairs. 
(Continued on Page 18) 





In the P. C. S. centre, Victoria, Left: the R.C. A. F. switchboard, with Miss Ruth Stradwick, former 


B,C. Telephone operator, at right. 


Right: Frank Cavers, Wilf Sturrock and Wire Chief Reg. Nalten- 
bach, all B. C. Telephone men, at the test desk, 


Photos by Duncan Maephail. 
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This Was One of Our Biggest War Jobs 


NE of the B. C. Telephone Company’s 

major contributions to Canada’s war 

effort was the part it played in the 
building of the Pacific Communications Sys- 
tem, a great wartime network which spanned 
the British Columbia coast as a vital part of 
Canada’s defence system. 

Engineered by the B. C. Telephone Com- 
pany and operated by the Air Force for all 
branches of the armed services, the Pacific 
Communications System was made _ possible 
by the joint efforts of major communication 
groups, the Dominion Government, the Air 
Force, the Army, the Navy and a number of 
private firms. 

The biggest communications project ever 
undertaken in British Columbia, it was built 
hastily when North America faced the threat 
of Japanese attack. Strategic points had to 
be linked by nearly 16,500 miles of wire, sup- 
plemented by radiotelephone links, which 
united air bases, radar stations, army and 
navy bases and other important points in the 
defence scheme—all a part of the same great 
network. It provided both telephone and tele- 
type circuits for the armed forces. It enabled 
Pacific Command headquarters at Jericho 
Beach, Vancouver, for example, to reach such 
distant points as Prince Rupert, the Queen 
Charlotte Islands or the west coast of Van- 
couver Island in a matter of seconds. 





An Explanation 
Tue number of people who contributed 
to the success of the Pacific Communi- 
cations Programme, not only in our 
company but in the many other groups 
involved, is so great that it is impossible 
to list them all in TeELerHoNe ‘TALK. 
And the mention of only a few would 
hardly be just to those who were 
omitted. With this in mind, and desir- 
ing to present the information as fairly 
as possible, the Management has de- 
cided to omit the names of all persons 
from both stories dealing with the 
Pacific Communications System in this 
issue. The only exception to this rule 
is where names are obviously essential 
as a part of picture captions. 
E.prror. 








To span canyons on the Pacific Communications 
route with telephone circuits, the type of construc- 
tion known as a “eatenary” crossing was used, 
This is the equivalent of a pole line suspended in 


mid-air, Poles are erected at both sides of the 
gorge, which is crossed by “messenger” lines, to 
which are attached additional crossarms carrying 
the voice circuits. The crossing above was built 
over Arbutus Canyon on Vancouver Island by one 
of the B,C. Telephone construction gangs. 


New buildings had to be erected to house 
equipment, such as “repeaters”. Switchboards 
in Vancouver, Victoria, Prince George and 
Prince Rupert, staffed by the R. C. A. F., pro- 
vided rapid switching of telephone calls. 
There was also connection with the American 
defence headquarters in Seattle and with the 
air base on Annette Island in Alaskan waters. 
One of the important uses to which the system 
was put was the gathering and distributing 
of meteorological information. 

It was a triumph of co-operation between 
government and private business, of the vision 
and expert planning of men in offices, of the 
ingenuity and fortitude of the men in the 
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field. It marked a new conquest of British 
Columbia’s natural barriers of mountain, sea 
and forest. 


When the work was completed, many 
strands of new and shining copper stretched 
a thousand miles from Vancouver to Prince 
Rupert by way of Ashcroft and Prince 
George; other wires extended westward on a 
new pole line from Williams Lake to Bella 
Coola; still other copper strands made their 
way up the wild east coast of Vancouver 
Island as far as Cape Scott at the northern- 
most tip; while others followed a right-of-way 
cut through the big timber from Sproat Lake 
to Tofino on the west coast of Vancouver 
Island. 
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At Prince Rupert, Bella Coola and Tofino, 
ultra high frequency radio stations provided 
radio links to points on the Queen Charlotte 
Islands, the West Coast of Vancouver Island, 
and elsewhere. The radio links were used to 
operate teletype machines as well as to pro- 
vide telephone circuits, so that the impulses 
from a teletype machine at Massett, for ex- 
ample, would cross Hecate Straits by radio 
and then follow the wires 1,000 miles to Van- 
couver to operate a teletype machine there. 


Under the direction of the Management, 
the plant and plant engineering departments 
teamed up to do an outstanding job. Given 
a directive by the Armed Forces. as to what 
circuits were required between various points, 
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Map of the Pacific Communications System, courtesy of the R. C. A. F. 
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Overcoming the forbidding obstacles of rugged country and sea, radio played a prominent part in link- 


ing remote points to the Pacifie Communications System. 


Here are some of the places where radio 


equipment was installed, (1) Bella Bella. (2) Top of Table Mountain, (3) Estevan Point. (4) Annette 


Island. 


the engineers provided the specifications for 
the lines and the repeater and terminal equip- 
ment, staked a considerable part of the sys- 
tem, and tested the system when it was com- 
pleted. The plant department carried out 
the construction work allotted to the com- 
pany, stringing wires on existing poles and 
building new pole lines, and maintained in- 
spectors on all construction Jobs. 

As a part of the engineering job, our chiet 
draughtsman and staff had to produce blue- 
prints which, if laid end to end, would stretch 
for about five and a half miles. 

In addition to the B. C. Telephone Com- 
pany, others who made major contributions 
in the construction field were the Canadian 
National Telegraphs, the Canadian Pacific 
Telegraphs, the Dominion Government ‘Tele- 
graphs, the Army, the Air Force, the Me- 
Gregor Construction Company, and the Peter- 
son Electrical Company. 

All materials, supplies and equipment were 
purchased by the Department of Munitions 
and Supplies, and Automatic Electric 


(5) Mt. Hayes. 


(6) Bella Coola, 


(Canada) Ltd. acted as warehousing and 
distributing agents. 
equipment, etc., were supplied by the North- 
ern Electric Company, Ltd., which 
handled the installation of equipment outside 
the British Columbia Telephone Company's 
territory. Equipment in the latter's territory 
was installed by Canadian ( B.C.) Telephones 
& Supplies, Ltd. 


Switchboards, repeater 


also 


The installation work and the work of de- 
signing and erecting the directional antennae 
for the radio system were done by R. C. A. 
Victor Company, Ltd. 


The Architect’s Department of the Cana- 
dian National Railways designed and super- 
vised the construction of the repeater and ter- 
minal buildings outside of Vancouver. 


The big communications project required 
the stringing of about 16,500 miles of wire, 
along 2,000 miles of pole line, the setting or 
resetting of 63,000 poles and the clearing of 
1,100 miles of right-of-way. 
cluded over one million insulators. 


Purchases in- 
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Building the Pacific Communications System. (1) Transporting poles from Williams 
(4) Big tree, felled on P. C. 8. right-of-way north of Kelsey Bay, Vancouver Island. 
Mellugh, Hank Price and Monroe Spence. (6) Driving the last stake of the 300-mile stretch from Asheroft to 1] 

Royal Canadian Corps of Signals, Southeast Bay, Vancouver Isle 


The urgent need for a defence communica- 
tion system was realized by the authorities 
early in 1942, and planning was immediately 
begun. While orders for materials were being 
placed, engineers were in the field, selecting 
the routes for the lines. Soon construction 
gangs were at work, and they continued 
through winter and summer despite great difli- 
culties in certain sections. On the east coast 
of Vancouver Island, for example, the en- 
gineers had to take along men to cut down 
enough of the great trees to enable them to 
run their survey lines. In the course of their 
work in different parts of the Province, the 
engineers travelled by aeroplane, R. C. A. F. 
crashboat, motor launch, commando barge, 











army truck, jeep, horse, rowboat and railway 
speeder. 

Transportation of materials and supplies 
was a major problem. When the line was 
being built around the side of Sproat Lake on 
Vancouver Island the gangs lived in house- 
boats, which were moved from time to time 
along the shore as the work progressed. One 
of the craft used to carry supplies on the lake 
was a commando barge. Many of the post 
holes on this section had to be drilled in 
solid rock. 

On the section from Sproat Lake to the 
West Coast, it was necessary to construct 
three bridges over 80 feet long and 28 shorter 


Lake to Dean River. (2) BR 
The axveman is Don Broder 
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ght-of-way on the east coast of Vancouver Island (3) B.C. 
ick. (5) B.C. Telephone linemen constructing a “catenary” crossing over Arbutus Canyon, 
'rince George. Left to right: Jack Lidster, R. A. Story (outside plant engineer), and Dick Wilson, 
nd (8) Assembly of P. CLS. equipment in Vancouver warehouse, 


Telephone construction crew at Niagara Canyon. 


In the photo are Bill 
(7) Camp of 


As the work 
neared the West Coast, supplies were taken 
in to the scene of operations by boat, truck, 


bridges, for the pack horses. 


barge and packhorse. 

Construction of the System began in the 
summer of 1942, and the first circuit was 
through from Vancouver to Prince Rupert by 
June, 1943. In August, 1944, service was 
established to the last of the 50 points the 
System was designed to serve. 

After the System was completed, 
numbers of men were required to operate and 
maintain it. Some of these lived in lonely 
outposts and fought the elements to keep the 
circuits operating. 


large 


Pittendrighs Celebrated Their Golden 
Wedding on October 30 


A pIONEER couple of this province, Mr. and 
Mrs. Pittendrigh, of Cloverdale, 
celebrated their Golden Wedding anniversary, 
Tuesday, October 30. 
they “at home” afternoon and evening 
of that day at the Vancouver residence of Mrs. 
Pittendrigh’s sister, Mrs. A. W. Mr. 
Pittendrigh was instrumental in installing 
Vancouver's first telephone switchboard in 


George E. 


To mark the occasion, 
were 


Lewis. 


1885, and later served as manager for the 
telephone company in both New Westminster 
and Nanaimo. Mrs. Pittendrigh was a tele- 


phone operator for a number of years, 
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Many New Promotions Announced hy Company 





Andrew J, Jack (left), new general traffic manager, and 
Neil G. Fitchpatrick, who retired from that position for 


health reasons, Photos by Charles West, 


A. J. Jack New Tratfic Head 

EIL G. FITCHPATRICK, head of 

the British Columbia Telephone Com- 

pany’s trafic department for more 
than 26 years, has retired as general traffic 
manager for health reasons, and has been 
succeeded by Andrew J. Jack, former assist- 
ant general traffic manager. Mr. Fitchpatrick 
is continuing to serve the Telephone Company 
in a consulting capacity, however. 


A native of Hebron, Nebraska, Mr. 
Fitchpatrick started his telephone 
‘areer with the Nebraska Telephone 
Company, [Iairbury, in 1902, as all- 
night operator and troubleman.  Fol- 
lowing extensive service with the 
Pacific Telephone & ‘Telegraph Com- 
pany, he joined the B. C. Telephone 
Company on January 22, 1910, as 
district traflic superintendent. He be- 
came general trafic superintendent 
on October 1, 1919, this title being 
changed to general traffic manager in 
1943, 

Mr. Jack, Mr. Fitchpatrick’s suc- 
cessor, was born in Dalkeith, Scotland. 
He joined the B. C. Telephone Com- 
pany as a traffic student in August, 
1912. He held various traffic positions 
prior to his appointment as district 
trafic superintendent in 1920. He 
became assistant general traffic manager two 
years ago. 

* * 
New Second-in-Command for Plant and 
Commercial 

Taking the new position of assistant gen- 
eral commercial manager is C. Whitmore 
Halford, former district commercial manager, 
Vancouver. 

Also announced is the appointment of 





Left to right: E. Stuart Dickson, district traffic superintendent; John MecNiece, district traffic superin- 
tendent; H. W. Foulkes, assistant general traffic supervisor; and Robert M. Gillespie, general traffic 


supervisor, 


Photo of John MeNiece by Aber; all others by Charles West. 





TELEPHONE TALK 17 











Walter R. Jones, former superintend- 
ent of maintenance, as assistant gen- 
eral plant manager. 

* *& * 


New Post for T. H. Halford 


Thomas H. Halford, former chief 
clerk to the general plant manager, 
has been appointed to the new post of 
employment supervisor. He has been 
succeeded by John C. Hemer, former 
chief clerk to the superintendent of 
maintenance. 

* * & 

Moore to Vancouver; Smyth 

to Victoria 

Succeeding Walter R. Jones as 
superintendent of maintenance is 
Charles A. Moore, former district plant 
manager, Victoria. 

Robert Smyth, former district plant 
manager for New Westminster and the 
Fraser Valley, has been transferred 
to Victoria to take the chief plant post there. 


* * * 


Harkness to New Westminster 

The Royal City’s new district plant man- 
ager is John Harkness, former Hastings dis- 
trict plant chief. His territory also includes 
the Fraser Valley area. 

The new Hastings district plant chief is 
Reg. H. Milner, formerly of Marine-Pacific 
maintenance. 

A new position, that of district plant chief 
for North and West Vancouver, has been 














Walter R. Jones (left), assistant general plant manager, 
and Charles A. 
Photos by Wing Studio and Duncan Maephail. 


Moore, superintendent of maintenance. 


assigned to Harry Kirk, former P.B.X. re- 
pairman, 
% * 4% 


More Traffic Promotions 

John MeNiece, former general trafic super- 
visor, has been named district traffic superin- 
tendent in charge of Vancouver Island, Van- 
couver Long Distance, and the Fraser Valley, 
Kamloops and East and West Kootenay areas. 

Also appointed district traffic superintend- 
ent is KE. Stuart Dickson, former district traf- 
fic chief, who will have charge of Greater 
Vancouver and New Westminster local offices, 





Left to right: Robert Smyth, district plant manager, Victoria; John Harkness, district plant manager, 
New Westminster and the Fraser Valley; Reg. H. Milner, Hastings district plant chief; and Ilarry 


Kirk, district plant chief for North and West Vancouver. 


Photos by Stride Studio, Charles West 


and King Studio. 











Left to right: Charles Clark, toll maintenance supervisor; Fred Hall, chief 
switchman, Marine-Pacifice; and Harold Turner, plant training supervisor, 
All photos by Charles West. 


P.B.X. supervision and employment and train- 
ing school. 

Succeeding John McNiece as general traffic 
supervisor is Robert M. Gillespie, former 
traffic chief. He will have charge of modern 
training in local offices, operating schedules, 
service observations and cafeterias. 

H. W. Foulkes, former chief clerk, is the 
new assistant general traffic supervisor. 

% * 


New Engineer 
A new engineer is Harry Van Allen, who 
has been transferred from Vancouver main- 
tenance to the equipment engineering depart- 
ment, 
%¥ * 
More Plant Promotions 


Charles Clark, of toll maintenance, Van- 
couver, has been appointed toll maintenance 
supervisor. 

Harold Turner, former chief switchman, 
Marine-Pacific, has been made plant training 
supervisor. 

The new chief switchman is Fred Hall, of 
the Marine-Pacific maintenance staff. 

Ken Cowper, formerly of Marine-Pacific 
maintenance, is the new chief clerk to the 
superintendent of maintenance. 


———————7o—-_o———_____—__—_—_ 


Correction 


In the Statement of Development that ap- 
peared in the September-October issue of 
TELEPHONE Tak, the heading of the column 
that read “No. of Tels., Aug. 1, 1944"" should 
have read “No. of Tels., Aug. 1, 1945”. 











Secret of War 
What-Is-It Building 


(Continued from Page 10) 
The several doorways 
between the new build- 
ing and the Telephone 
Company's headquar- 
ters are also guarded 
by baflle walls and steel 
doors. 


The equipment room 
in the basement of the 
building is staffed by 
the British 
Telephone Company 
on behalf of the Air 
Force. The 
duty there maintain 
the equipment in the building and also keep 
a watchful eye on the many telephone and 
teletvpe circuits which spread out to distant 
points. They receive a daily report on the 
condition of all circuits in the System and are 
notified immediately of any trouble, no matter 
in what part of the territory it occurs. ‘The 
various “repeater” locations are united by a 
teletype network of their own which enables 
them to intercommunicate rapidly. 

A communications centre building was con- 
structed in Victoria for the Island area, 
although not of the design, structure or pro- 
portions of the Vancouver building. This 
building is owned by the Dominion Govern- 
ment and adjoins the telephone central office 
on Blanshard street. 


Columbia 


men on 





John C. Hemer (left), chief clerk to general plant 
manager, and Ken Cowper, chief clerk to superin- 
tendent of maintenance. Photos by Charles West. 
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Dr. J. A. MacMillan Becomes 

Medical Director 
Dr. Joun A. MacMirian has been 
appointed medical director of the 
British Columbia Telephone Com- 
pany. He will advise the company 
on industrial hygiene and public 
health matters. 

Dr. MacMillan served overseas 
from 1940 to 1945 with the Royal 
Canadian Army Medical Corps. He 
went to France shortly after D-Day 
with No. 8 Canadian General Hos- 
pital. Early in 1945 he was_ pro- 
moted to lieutenant-colonel and 
transferred to No. 16 Canadian Gen- 
eral Hospital. He returned from 
overseas in July last year and was 
posted to the Vancouver Military 
Hospital, where he served until dis- 
charged in November, as consultant 
in medicine. 

Although born in Quebee he was 
brought to Vancouver when just one year old. 
He is a graduate in Arts of the University of 
British Columbia and took his medical train- 
ing at McGill University, Montreal, grad- 
uating in 1933. He practiced medicine in 
Vancouver prior to the war. 


Dr. MacMillan was married in England, 
and has one child, a three-year-old son, born 
in England. His wife is the sister of Lieut.- 


Cal. C..C.. I. Merritt, V.C. 


Brothers 
ford (left), assistant general commercial manager, and 
Thomas H. Halford, employment supervisor, 





in new executive positions, C. Whitmore Iflal- 


Photos by 
Charles West. 


Large Attendance at Smoker 
Neary 250 attended the combination smoker 
and banquet, held by the Vancouver branch 
of the plant division, Federation of Telephone 
Workers of B.C.,in the Stanley Park Pavilion, 
Saturday, November 24. The programme con- 
sisted of dinner at 7 p.m., followed by enter- 
tainment by professional performers. In 
charge were: Bob Laughland, chairman; Bob 
Lindsay, Jim Henderson, Dave Gordon, Roy 
Murphy and Lawrence Leiper. 





Celebrating the winning of the softball trophy at the B.C. Telephone picnic, members of the supplies 


division recently held a “victory” dinner at the P, A. Club, Vancouver, 
Inset photos are of Jack Borrie (left) and Gus Nordin, a recent 


presents the trophy to Les Foulkes. 


father. 


Below is a general view of the party, 


At the left: G. Narl Haspel 


Photos by Jack Lindsay, 
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Bowler and Victory Bond winner is Miss Dorothy 
Bunyan, of the training school staff. Vancouver, 
pictured above receiving a S50 bond from R,. D. 
Hamersley, president of the Vancouver Five-Pin 
Association, She was a winner in the association’s 
“Bowl for Bonds” tournament, conducted during 
the last Victory Loan drive, Photo by P. R. Seeley. 


Wes Cliff Heads Bowlers 


RESIDENT of the B. C. Telephone 
Pris Bowling Club, Vancouver, for the 

1945-46 season is Wes Cliff. Miss Pauline 
Terpstra is vice-president, and Miss Rita 
Morris is secretary-treasurer. The executive 
consists of Miss Jean H. Macdonald, Miss 
May Hickey, Miss Mona Bruce, King Cav- 
alsky, George Beech and Stan Adkins. 

The current season got under way on Sep- 
tember 11, and according to team standings 
of December 11, Numbers and Keys were tied 
for first place, each with 28 victories and 14 
defeats, with Dials and Takeouts next, each 
with a 24-18 mark. 

Following are the averages of those who 
have bowled nine games or more, as at Decem- 
ber 11: 


MEN 
L. Foulkes ... 200 wa: Hihier =... 180 
Bi BOwWley sccissccawins, 206) DS Baxter. cuttcc 180 
Pe DeShaw cccsccws 20L He Campbell vsis3:2 178 
Bi NGWOUOIG: cineca) P. BTerris hick 175 
Gay PURE ccanefaines LOS) URL SURED pcselicnenducas 174 
J. Henderson. ........... A RR YEE pees, en 174 
Piss PPCStON- chcniirome 19) 6K. Cavailsky. ............. 171 
W. Henderson ........ 18h PP. Atherton: .c...... 171 
Gi GOB? vrccslwasaeatse 186 Bi Hardman’ 30.3: 170 
A, ICRINSOR cnusiswtlee sf 2eUTSt: koe 170 


ot PE as cunt ROD Ae GOTH Oni, 2, 
Hk. Anderson iO’ TB. Weaver: uccthics 
H. Pelzman 165 IN POURS ko 
D. McTaggart ........ LOS = SM SPORTONE mccain 
Fee (CUR, iiistiatimacns £68 “ET? Gawrence......... 
Ps TAVIS: cscataxcce. LOS B: Horstead icc sc. 
D. MeClughan wins 168 “T: Blalford sists 
SP TIOR, cic cutecnason Pol MS METI icc snveceu is 
Te ee sr 160) 9 Es PEEILEON Sashes eens 
PU OTCEE: cccercnpinunml LO ea LOM ieee 
Se AITUP SON iieererecige LOE SE BVO co cccserressecieessrne 
G. Beech ...... 168) SW Sis eo. c. ee, 
J. Marshall .............. RSS eB BS OLny oo. ..ictcess 
Ge NOGA: <x. cae 164 +B; Hunter cin... 
R. Rickson .... 149) J. P@deTSON csscicciscsises, 
TH. Jones 149 Bois: INDO USO I octet 
LADIES 

M. Couture Si: | DV ICeetE ok 
M. Decker ISI M. Stevenson .............. 
D. Sutherland _ 118 G. Mitchell ................. 
Be Donohoe: .cccunw. 116 =D: Govan... 
Ds BUnYVan..nccuse 209 ID: Boden... 
M. McLean .............. 169 D. Herdman ............ 
M: FICkey, a:.< weve O08 Ks Sumpton ccs 
R. Cochrane LOT, YS: Gay ee cca, , 
D. Freed |. LG7 Be SALGLUON: se esccphcst: 
R. Morris .. . 166 D. Waddington. ....... 
Fee TION | ccccnesececes . 161 Oc. IIRVIGBON: cco. 
M. Clark Pw st Frage RGN Un Tey 2g hee 
Ex ENGCOG cso «| a Dieecd 
Bis LOLpstras niicsadkee ~S3 Baud) a3 
J. Macdonald |... 165 HH. ‘Campbell .......... 
M SAXON ccccivisinnon LOD ds MeDonald x. 
| ere Gi) ci ta: eae ee 154 3 M. Morrison... 
Liye. LAEAGUP © ccicnsisorescce TOG OK. CFEC) nee Sone tie! 
©... PHIBDS: an UBL A. SORTING ce asssaccsst, 
Me SPAXLOW > cosreereiccoos 150) ik. MeWilliams. ........ 
{. Brickey ................... 148 J. Christianson ....... 
D. Walchuck ............. 146: A eid. 
Bie WOM ccicstaciciws a0 Me Waldyira ..... 
T. Rintanen . oe DOO Mi Henry, essen. 
DD. SPOOL’ ccniimnccnna 146, Sy Roellmeér 2. 
F. Lewell ws DD! 6 Kiniyyette oon: 
M. Tyre . 145 E. Newbold ............. 
kK. Stephenson LAG: MY Bree cons, 
E. Wyllie | 1482) CN, ANICOI 
G. Derby <.. 143 BvGave). 8 lk 
R. Fast . 142 Vi. Aitken 
M. Swales ... 142° §S: Sundsten: ....... 
B. Bruce . prowees FY Ni JAGEKING face: 
N. Allen onitka LAt, tia SURES Ses 
8 ead OF TLE ennenes ened B75 

HIGH THREE GAMES 
LORS ef) ta Lt ener Ae ene Me aT OR ete EN. Se ter Gees 

HIGH SINGLE GAMES 
ES APSE th ca crashacustatet tess epaeomnes osentouiice moe ee eee 
1 ASM EAST to ea Cake fe we, a RS, iy. oe SO aes 

HIGH THREE GAMES 
VAS COUR EGS. 5 eee ey ae 
IVE STG CIROY Sera ee eee ac, 


149 
148 
147 
147 
L145 
L145 
144 
145 
145 
140 
138 
136 
134 
133 
125 
122 


136 
135 
154 
132 
131 
128 
128 
127 
129 
126 
126 
126 
125 
125 
124. 
124, 
123 
122 
121 
121 
12] 
120 
119 
118 
117 
116 
113 
112 
112 
112 
107 
105 
103 


HIGH SINGLE GAMES 


M. Coutire...._...-.... =e, ee ae 
A. Wolfe 


Ssincionsttihajeetis” Ge 
iseeentiiseaeent a ee a pauenichignv OR 


Golf Honors for Miss LaBelle 
Miss Lorraine LaBewuue, of the Kerrisdale 
maintenance staff and daughter of KE. P. 
LaBelle, the com- 
pany’s general plant 
manager, dis- 
tinguished herself 
on the golf links last 
summer. She won 
the sixth flight in 
the City Champion- 
ship Tournament, 
held at the Marine 
Drive Golf Club, 
August 20 to 24. 

* * 


Hugh Clarke Is 


Island Crib 
Champion 


” 


‘ 


it Sa 


4 

- 

: ‘ 
; 
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Finaxt round of the 
Victoria plant de- 
partment’s annual 
crib tournament was 
played on the eve- 
ning of Monday, 
December 10, be- fe 
tween Fred Holtum, ee Me es 
of plant records, aaaillns OW aot 
and Hugh Clarke, of 

central office. Hugh 

won three out of five games to take the cham- 
pionship. Thirty-two members of the plant 
department participated in the tournament. 





Miss Lorraine LaBelle 





The Pioneer Trail 


By Tuomas M. Srerwoop 





(‘This column is devoted to the activities of B.C. 
Chapter No, 53, Telephone Pioneers of America, 
News items of interest to Pioneers are requested 
and should be sent to the assistant secretary-treas- 
urer, T.. M. Sherwood, c/o Treteruone Tack.) 
Ranpoutpu Erne, president of the Ohio Bell 
Telephone Company,has been chosen as presi- 
dent of the Telephone Pioneers of America, 
and will serve in that capacity during 1946. 
This, the highest office in the international 
group of 100,000 pioneers of the telephone 
industry, comes to Mr. Eide during his 35th 
vear of service. He succeeds Clarence G. 
Stoll, New York, president of the Western 
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Electric Company, who will, nevertheless, re- 
main on the executive committee in 1946. 
%¥ * 

Miss Olive Geach of Lindsay, Ontario, 
whose term as vice-president ends this year, 
will be succeeded by Norman Knight of 
Toronto, Ontario. Mr. Knight, who will, dur- 
ing 1946 and 1947, represent Canada on the 
executive committee of the association, is the 
chief engineer, western area, for the Bell 
Telephone Company of Canada. 

%¥ * * 

British Columbia Chapter, Number 53, has 
shown steady growth during 1945 and now 
has 345 Of these, 36 are Life 
Members and four are Honorary Members. 

x * * 


members. 


The latest Life Member to be welcomed 
into that select group is William ‘Topham. 
William Palliser has been made an Hon- 


ovarv Member. a Yeo ai 


New members welcomed into the Associa- 
tion are: 

Alixena Williamson, Victoria Traffic. 

Freda Pearce, Vancouver Traffic. 

William Tyre, Plant Accountant, Vancou- 


Ver. % % * 


Thomas M. Sherwood has been appointed 
assistant secretary-treasurer, and will under- 
take many of the active duties so ably handled 
in the past by Secretary-Treasurer Jack C. 
Hemer. x * 


Season's greetings were received from Olive 
Geach, Canadian vice-president; Victor Rich- 
ardson, Edmonton Chapter No. 46; Ludlow 
St. J. Haskell, Charles Fleetford Sise Chap- 
ter No. 26; as well as Chapters in the United 
States and Canada. 

x * * 

It is hoped that, during 1946, all those 
members of the telephone family in British 
Columbia who have completed 21 years of 
service in the industry but who have not yet 
joined the Pioneers, will do so and will enjoy 
the companionship that membership brings. 
This will make it a Happy New Year for old 
members and new members alike. 

sma i“ 
Visitor from Sydney 
AmonG Vancouver visitors during November 
was A. R. Filmer, managing director, Auto- 
matic Electric Telephones Limited, Sydney, 
Australia, who arrived on November 27, 1945, 
on the S.S. Glenartley en route to Chicago for 
his first visit since 1938. 
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Billy's Off to Cowichan with His Rod and Gun 





At the farewell party for the Pallisers. 
Cavers. Right: Billy Palliser receives his farewell gift, Cavers again making the presentation. Photo 
by Duncan Macphail, 


N honor of W. (Billy) Palliser, on his 

retirement, the Federation of Telephone 

Workers, Victoria Branch, held an “at 
home” in the Plant Building. Frank Cavers, 
president of the plant division, presented 
Billy with a purse. Mrs. Palliser received a 
bouquet of roses. 

Billy has completed 33 years with the com- 
pany. Starting as office boy, he was promoted 
to the records department, leaving there to 
join the installation department. He was 
foreman of the change-over squad at the time 
of the conversion from manual to automatic. 
Later, he took over the dial-change squad, 
returning to installation following the “cut”. 

He married Miss Verna Elves, material 
clerk, and they have two sons, Charlie and 
Verne. Verne is now with the cable depart- 
ment, after serving with the Royal Canadian 
Navy. Bill served in the R. C. N. in World 
War No. 1. 

He has been in poor health for some time, 
and, although still in his forties, his long 
length of service enabled him to retire on 
pension. 

Billy is one of our best sportsmen, excelling 
in hunting and fishing. Having sold his house 
in Victoria, he is moving to his new home on 
Cowichan River, which is one of the beauty 
spots on the Island, with plenty of game and 
fishing—-a paradise for a Palliser! 





Left: Mrs. Palliser receives a bouquet of roses from Frank 
1 


Record Vancouver ‘Phone Book 
Tue largest telephone directory in B. C.’s 
history is the new “book of numbers” for 
Vancouver and district, issued by the B. C. 
Telephone Company, for use on and after 
Sunday, November 4. 

It contains a record number of listings, ap- 
proximately 110,000, which is 8,500 more 
than the previous high set by the issue of 
last March. Copies of the new book printed 
reached a new high mark of 135,000, with a 
grand total of 538,515,500 pages, also a record. 

The directory also appears for the first 
time with all advertising removed from its 
cover, following the trend in all large cities 
on this continent. 

Production of the directory, which is printed 
by the Sun Publishing Company Ltd., consti- 
tutes the largest individual printin 
of Winnipeg. 


g job west 


‘ ‘ 





Nanaimo Gets Overseas Call 
NaANAImMo’s first telephone call to Europe since 
the lifting of wartime restrictions took place 
on November 3, when Mrs. Howard Litchy 
talked to her soldier-husband in Holland. 
Miss Bell, Nanaimo chief operator, received 
word from Mrs. Litehy that the call was 
most satisfactory and the transmission good 
throughout. 
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Vancouver and the Mainland 





Miss Jeanne Cameron Weds 
N September 27 at the Stanley Park Sports 
Pavilion, the 'Traflic Division of the Federa- 
tion of Telephone Workers entertained mem- 
bers of the organization’s three divisions at a tea 
given in honor of Miss Jeanne Cameron, former 
general secretary for the division and a bride-elect 
of September 30. A four-piece silver tea service 
was presented to the guest of honor. 

Miss ‘Treva Campbell and Miss Jessie Faulkner, 
both of Bayview, presided at the tea table. 

Qut-of-town guests included Miss May ‘Tombs, 
Duncan; Miss Loyis McDonald, Nanaimo, and 
Miss Lillian Benson, Victoria. 

Highlight of the farewell party was a mock 
wedding, with representatives of various offices 
participating. 

Miss Cameron is now Mrs. Fred Vowles. 

% * ¥ 


Vancouver Long Distance 


Miss Dorothy Welch resigned on August 24 to be 
married, Miss Marie Madill became a bride on 
Saturday, October 13. The Misses Dagmar Ander- 
son and Rita McDonald resigned October 13 to be 
married, 

Out-of-town visitors to the office were Miss Sey- 
mour, the agent-chief operator at Trail, and Miss 
MacDonald from Nelson. 

A shower was held at the home of Miss Denise 
Brisbois in honor of Miss Rita MacDonald on 
‘Tuesday, October 16. 


The Misses Gloria Betsworth, Susan Perkins 
and Inez Christieson resigned recently to be mar- 
ried, Miss Christieson left on November 29 for 
Grass Valley, California, to join her husband-to-be. 
A shower was held in her honor at the home of 
Miss Phil Auton on November 27, at which she re- 
ceived a case of silverware and a linen tablecloth 
from the Long Distance staff. 

Qn November 28 Miss Sue Perkins was honor 
guest at a shower at the home of Miss Norma 
Bray. 

Miss Gloria Betsworth was married on the eve- 
ning of November 30 in St. Mark’s Church. 

Visitors to the office this month were 
Brown, toll operator from Hamilton, 
and Mrs. Miller of the Montreal staff, 

It's a boy for Mrs. Lucy Markham (nee Mac- 
pherson), a former Vancouver toll employee. 


Miss 
Ontario, 


* * * 


Fairmont Traffic 
Miss Mary Aitchison, Hastings evening chief oper- 
ator, has been appointed Fairmont evening chief 
operator, succeeding Miss Edith Swires, who re- 
signed to be married, 

A miscellaneous shower honoring Mrs. Isabel 
Ross (nee Deagle) was held on November 9 at the 
home of Miss Kay Gillis. During the evening the 
bride was presented with a coffee table on behalf 
of the Fairmont staff. 

‘airmont girls again entertained at a shower at 
the home of Mrs. Robert Swires in honor of Mrs. 





Vancouver operators who participated in the mock wedding that was a highlight of the farewell party for 
Miss Jeanne Cameron, Left to right: Miss Anne McNaughton, Miss Florence Allen, Miss Denise Chenier, 
Mrs, Edna Robinson, Miss Betty Drinkwater, Miss Peggy Barwise, Miss Jessie Loveridge, Miss Florence 
Tucker (now Mrs. Hamilton), Miss Edna McGillivray and Miss Ann Thomson, Photos by Charles West. 








Robert Taylor, for- 
merly Miss EKdith 
Swires, Fairmont eve- 
ning chief. 

‘The sympathy of the 
staff is extended to 
Miss Irma Gassner in 
the loss of her father. 


The Misses Norma 
Swan, Marie Curzon 


and Audrey Jones 
have resigned, Miss 
Jones to return to her 
home in Winnipeg. 

Miss Helen Thom- 
son has been trans- 
ferred to New West- 
minster, 

A baby girl was 
born to Mr. and Mrs. 
W.L. Creech. The 
mother was formerly 
Miss Marguerite Wat- 
son. 

A miscellaneous shower was held at the home of 
Miss Anne ‘Thomson on October 2 honoring Mrs. 
A. Hicks, the former Miss Doris Whyte. During 
the evening Mrs. Hicks was presented with a 
tri-lite lamp on behalf of the Fairmont staff. 

Miss M. Wilks lent her home on October 24 
when Fairmont girls entertained at a shower in 
honor of Mrs. J. Kelly, the former Mrs. Eliza 
Colclough. A twin set of travelling bags was pre- 
sented to the bride, 
with best wishes 
from the Fairmont 
staff. 





Miss Velma Thornley, In- 

formation operator, and 

friend on Hollyburn 
Ridge. 


* * * 


Hastings Traffic 


Miss Doris Mort 
has been made a 
supervisor and 
Miss Muriel Wil- 
liamson has been 
made a senior op- 


erator. 
Miss Juanita 
Mitchell has been 


transferred to 
Dexter and Miss 
Margaret Smith 
has been trans- 
ferred to Glen- 
burn. 

Miss Mary Aitch- 
ison, evening chief 
operator, has been 
transferred to Fair- 
mont to fill the 
same position there 
and Miss Gladys 
Heathcote, super- 
visor, has been ap- 
pointed evening 
chief operator. 

Recent visitors 
to the office in- 
cluded Mrs. A. 
Smith (the former 





Mr. and Mrs. red Vowles. 

The bride was formerly Miss 

Jeanne Cameron, general 

secretary, traffie division, 

Federation of Telephone 

Workers. Photo by Vincent 
Russell, 





Diana ILamilton, 
Ilastings supervis- 
or) and her infant 
son, also Chief 
Petty Officer G. H. 
MacDonald, R. C.- 
N. R., who has just 
returned from con- 
voy duty in the 
Atlantic, and Pte. 
D. R. Davis, R. C. 
Signals, stationed 


in Ottawa. 
+ ~~ * 


Dial Service 
Miss Hilda Ster- 
ling has resigned. 
She was presented 
with an Aeropack 
as a parting gift 
from the staff. 

Miss Doreen 
Venn has resigned. 
At a shower held 
for Miss Kay Har- 
pur, who resigned 
to be married, Miss Venn was presented with a 
dresser set and Miss Harpur with flatware. The 
presentation was made by Miss Helen Johnston, 
I).S.A. supervisor, on behalf of the staff. 

Miss Violet Singleton has resigned to be mar- 
ried. At a shower held at the home of Mrs. FE. 
McDonald, she received a case of flatware from 
the staff. 

Miss A. Christie has been transferred to Obserya- 
tion. 

Miss Florence ‘Tucker has resigned to be mar- 
ried. At a shower held at the home of Miss C. 
Boswell, she was presented with a china tea set by 
Miss J. V. Booth, Dial Service chief operator, on 
behalf of the staff. 


* * * 


North Traffic 
On October 2, at 
the home of Miss 
Mae Smith, girls of 
the North Van- 
couver office enter- 
tained with a mis- 
cellaneous shower 
in honor of Miss 
Mildred Somer- 
ville, desk clerk. 

On October 5 a 
tea complimenting 
Miss Somerville 
was held in the 
newly completed 
rest room. ‘The 
affair was arranged 
by Misses Pearl 
Wayne, Dorothy 
Rankin, Dorothy 
Phillips and Kileen 
McEwan. Guests 
were past and pres- 
ent co-workers of ver 
the bride-elect. 
Presiding at the 








Donald Francis Gillespie, 
three-month-old son of Rob- 
ert M. Gillespie, traffic chief. 
The mother was Miss Dor- 
othy Hawkins, former Sey- 
mour and Victoria operator. 





Johnny Wood, five-year-old 
son of Jack Wood, Vancou- 


maintenance, with his 
dog, “Mickey”, at the rear 
of the family home, 


LAC and Mrs. George I. 
Tewnion. The bride was for- 
merly Miss Jean Donald, of 
the executive assistant’s office. 

Photo by Vincent Russell. 





TELEPHONE TALK 


urns were the 
Misses Stephenson 
and Flora Hooson, 

Miss Eileen Me- 
Ewan presented the 
guest of honor with 
a corsage bouquet 
of yellow rosebuds, 
following which the 
chief operator, Miss 
Ethel Gulliford, on 
behalf of the staff, 
made the presenta- 
tion of a Sheffield 
reproducti on 
tea service. 

Garnet Lee, on 
behalf of North 
and West plant 
Inen, presented 
Miss Somerville 
with a bouquet of 
pink carnations and 
chrysanthemums. 

Assisting in sery- 
ing were the Misses 
Cecilia McKinlay, 
Anne Tlendricks, 
Mae Smith, Jessie 
MacDonald and 
Joan Lundgren. 


Miss Somerville and Bert Berven were married 
on November 24 in St. Andrew’s-Wesley Church 
at 7 pam. Following the honeymoon they took up 


residence on the North Shore. 
* * e 


New Westminster Traffic 
Tire Misses Norah Kidd, acting desk clerk, Mar- 
garet Chorlton and Muriel Down, resigned to be 
married. Miss Kidd received flatware and a gift 


wv . oe 
iis. et 





Gnr.and Mrs. Theodore 
Wassholm. The bride was 
formerly Miss Margaret Lus- 
combe, Grand Forks agent. 


certificate and the 
other two, gift cer- 
tificates. 

Recent visitors to 
the office were Miss 
Betty Phillips, Vic- 
toria operator, and 
the following for- 
mer employees: 
Mrs. 'T’. Breen, Mrs. 
C.Runyanand Mrs, 
G. ‘Todd,now resid- 
ing in California. 

* * * 
Grand Forks 
On May 17 Miss 
Margaret Lus- 
combe, formerly 
agent-chief oper- 
ator at Grand 
Forks, was united 
in marriage to Gnr. 
Theodore Wass- 
holm. ‘The bride's 
sister, Miss Char- 
lotte Luscombe, 
and the groom’s 
sister, Mrs. Oscar 
Moore of Trail, 
were her attend- 
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ants, while Oscar 
Moore was best man. 

Following the cere- 
mony the happy 
couple left for a 
honeymoon in the 
Kootenays, 

Prior to her mar- 
riage, Miss Lus- 
combe was presented 
with a coffee table 
by her co-workers, 

* * > 

Collections 
Miss N. E. Parkin- 
son was transferred 
to the collections de- 
partment recently 
from the revenue ac- 
counting department. 
She replaces Miss A. 
Bett, who took over 
the agency at Powell 





ao ui Mr. and Mrs. J, Barnes. 
BUYERS. ** # The bride was formerly 
Miss Alice Tall, of the 

Revenue 


work orders department, 

Accounting Photo by Allan B. Evers. 
Hoy Trinity Church, 
Vancouver, was the setting on August 30 for the 
wedding of Miss Olive Blanche Walters and Rob- 
ert Cochrane. The bride, who was with the billing 
department for over 20 years, was formerly assist- 
ant head billing clerk. 

a 


Mrs. Mona Cunningham Retires 


Mrs. Mona Cunning- 
ham, a member of the 
building department 
for 25 years, retired 
from the company in 
November. She was 
connected with the 
Hastings and Fair- 
mont offices for the 
greater part of this 
time. 

Prior to her retire- 
ment, presentations 
were made to Mrs. 
Cunningham by these 
two offices. From the 
Fairmont staff she re- 
ceived achenille house- 
coat and bedspread, 
and her friends at 
Hastings presented 
her with a gift cer- 
tificate. 

+ - * 
From San Jose, Cali- 
fornia, TELEPHONE 
TALK received Christ- 
mas greetings and best 
wishes for the New Mr.and Mrs. William 
Year in a letter from Benson. The bride was 
Miss Grace D. Smith, formerly Miss Helen 
former ‘Trinity chief = Formos, of the Hastings 
operator, Vancouver, staff. Photo by Meyers. 
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Victoria Long Distance 
EMBERS of the Victoria toll staff were 
M hostesses at a miscellaneous shower on 
November 22 in the lounge in honor of 
Miss Margaret Ross, a popular bride-elect. 

The guest of honor was presented with a cor- 
sage bouquet of pink roses and escorted to the seat 
of honor where a decorated suitcase concealed the 
many lovely gifts. 

During the evening Miss M. Burley, chief oper- 
ator, on behalf of all 
members of the traffic de- 
partment, presented the 
bride-to-be with a coffee 
table, extending congrat- 
ulations and best wishes 
for her future happiness. 

Later, refreshments 
were served in the dining 
room from tables artistie- 
ally arranged with autumn 
flowers. Misses D. Brown- 
hill, M. Chapman, S. Me- 
Kinnon and kK. Goodall 
were in charge of ar- 
rangements. 

On November 29 Miss Mrs. Harold Park. 
Ross became the bride of formerly Miss Nancy 
Leading Stoker Albert Barr, of the Colquitz 
M. Hopper, R.C.N.V.R., operating staff. Mrs, 
of Winnipeg, in an eve- Park recently resigned 
ning ceremony at Metro- — to be married, after 29 
politan United Church. — years’ service with the 
The bride was attended company. 
by Mrs. George Wilson. 

Following a reception at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bert Young, the couple left for a honeymoon 
in ‘Toronto, Chicago and St. Paul, prior to making 
their home in Winnipeg. 

* * x 


Nanaimo Traffic 
A penicgurren shower was held in honor of Miss 
Grace Findlay, a bride-elect, at the home of Miss 
Loyis McDonald. 

Little Florence McDonald wheeled in the gifts, 
and after unwrapping her many and useful pres- 
ents the bride-to-be expressed her appreciation in 
suitable terms. 

The color scheme of the attractive tea table was 
pink and white with pink and white streamers 
marking the guests’ places. Immediately following 
the dainty supper, the guest of honor was recipient 
of a walnut coffee table, also from her co-workers. 

During the evening’s fun and merriment, var- 
ious games and contests were played, winners 
being Mrs. Frank Wilson, Miss Kay Hewlett and 
the bride-elect. 





* + * 


Port Alberni 
On October 26 Miss Elsie Parker, former chief 
operator at Port Alberni, was married to LAC 
Chris Peterson. ‘The bride was given in marriage 


by her father. Miss Joan Allen was her only 
attendant. 

Following the ceremony a reception was held, at 
which Mr. Jack Morrison proposed the toast to 
the bride. 

The honeymoon was spent in’ Vancouver and 
Seattle. 

Prior to her marriage, Miss Parker was honored 
by her co-workers at a miscellaneous shower at 
the home of Miss Pat Miles. In keeping with the 
Hallowe'en motif, the table was centred with a 
pumpkin around which the many gifts were placed, 

Miss Mary Coulthard presented Miss Parker 
with a silver tea service. 

Invited guests included: Mesdames D. Ross, A. 
McBride, J. Hickey, G. Cummings, L. Barker, D. 
Hunter, C. Carlson, J. Inkster, E. Wallace, H. 
Llogeweide, P. Miles, RK. Parkinson, J. Morrison, 
J. Redford, W. Barber, A. Hickey, N. McFarlane, 
and the Misses Mary Coulthard, Melba Otterson, 
Edith Summer, Martha Nielson, Madeline Me- 
Donald, Irene Maloney, Selma Eck, Ellen Lee, 
Margaret Burton and Miss EF. Walker of Victoria. 

Miss Mary Coulthard has been appointed chief 
operator to succeed Miss Parker. 

* * * 


Campbell River 
Mrs. June Mills resigned on November 17 to 
reside in Vancouver. 
Miss Betty Crowley resigned on November 17 
to take a position in Vancouver. 
% * + 


Duncan 
Members of the Duncan staff were hostesses at a 
party given in the lounge on November 14 in 
honor of Miss Lor- 
raine Shortreed, a 
popular bride-elect. 

The guest of 
honor was given a 
corsage bouquet of 
red and white car- 
nations. During 
the evening M’ss 
QO. Critchley, on be- 
half of members of 
all staffs, presente 
Miss Shortreed with 
a coffee table, ex- 
tending congratu- 
lations and best 
wishes. 

After games and 
competitions, 
refreshments were 
served. The guests 
included Mesdames 
R. McEwan, N. 
Stewart, A. Van- 
derlip, J. Gilman, 
kK. MeDonald, E. 
Anderson; A. 





LAC and Mrs. Chris Peter- 

son, The bride was formerly 

Miss Elsie Parker, Port Al- 
berni chief operator. 


— 
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Campbell, and the Misses O. Critchley, M. Tombs, 
P. Mowbray, C. Whidden, M. Bonsall, D. Costin, 
B. Lovell, N. Blackmore, E. Dunn, B. Fielden, V. 
Ranger and P. Orr. 

On November 24 the Rev. W. F. Burns united 
Miss Shortreed in marriage with Edmund Green. 
Mr. and Mrs. Green spent their honeymoon on 
the Mainland. 

Miss Nancy Larnder resigned on November 15, 
and was also honored at the party on November 
14. During the evening Miss O. Critchley pre- 
sented her with a case of cosmetics. 


* * * 


Victoria Plant 
Martin) Horrmeisrer of Victoria central office 
maintenance recently returned with some fine 
trophies won by his Roller canaries at the Van- 





couver Roller Canary Society show. Among them 
was the large silver “Brackman-Ker” cup, also 
some prize ribbons, two firsts, a third and a fifth. 

Frank McGee, Jr., has returned after serving 
three and one-half years as a flying officer’ in 
the R. C. A. F. He completed 22 bombing mis- 
sions over Germany as a Lancaster pilot, and 
later was with a Canadian Pathfinder squadron. 
One of the main raids carried out by his squadron 
was the bombing of Dresden, Germany. The last 
raid prior to V-E Day was on Plauen, on the 
border of Czechoslovakia and Germany. On V-E 
Day he was in Brussels, Belgium, and later flew his 
Lancaster from there to Canada. Since returning 
to Canada he has been attached to a ferry squad- 
ron, ferrying Lancasters from the east to Calgary. 
He is the son of Frank McGee of Victoria toll 
maintenance, 
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Mrs. Bonde Retires After 25 Years of Service 





for the B. C. Telephone Company at Che- 

mainus, retired at the end of October after 
25 vears of service. She has been succeeded by 
Miss Doris Lawson, former Fairmont supervisor, 
Vancouver. 


M te DAISY BONDE, agent-chief operator 


Present employees of the company at Chemainus 
held a surprise party at Mrs. Bonde’s house on the 
first evening following her retirement. On _ that 
occasion, Hubert Dobinson, district plant man, 
presented her with a green and white leather 
hassock, the gift of the staff. 

Mrs. Bonde was also guest of honor at an eve- 
ning reception at the home of Mr. and Mrs. H. 
Dobinson. 

There were about 20 guests present, all of whom 
were former operators or associates of the tele- 
phone company. 

Mrs. Bonde succeeded Mrs. H. Dobinson as agent 





Telephone family party, Jackie Redford, Jean 


Manson and Jimmie Redford. The boys are the 

sons of J. (Jock) Redford, of the Port Alberni 

plant staff; the little girl is the daughter of Murray 
Manson, of Fairmont maintenance, Vancouver. 


in 1920, and has continued in that capacity ever 
since, 

On her arrival, the guest of honor was presented 
with a corsage of pink carnations by the senior 
operator, Miss Gladys Work. 

During the evening, games and contests took 
place, the winners being Mrs. L. Hagg, Mrs. D. 
Robinson, Miss June Webster and Miss Betty 
Mawson. 


When all the guests had arrived, some coming 
from different parts of the Island, H. Dobinson 
presented Mrs. Bonde, on behalf of all the past 
and present associates, with a standard tri-lite 
lamp, with china shade and an onyx base. 

After the presentation, refreshments were served 
by the hostess, on a centre table with candles on 
either side, on which was placed a large cake, with 
the words “Happy Memories of 25 Years” in- 
scribed in pink icing on the top. 

The guest of honor cut the cake, and everyone 
enjoyed a piece, wishing her the best of health. 
After singing, “For She’s a Jolly Good Fellow”, 
the guests departed about midnight. 

The invited guests were: Mrs. M. Howe, Mrs. C. 
Beasley, Mrs. L. Hagg, Mrs. R. Clarke, Mrs. S. 
Syme, Mrs. A. Syme, Miss EK. Syme, Mrs. P. Sar- 
siat, Mrs. P. Francis, Mrs. M. Shillitto, Mrs. P. 
Palmer, Mrs. J. Irving, Mrs. D. Robinson, Mrs. G. 
Cochrane, Mrs. D. Lawless, Mrs. J. McInnes. 

Mrs. H. Vater, Mrs. G. McBride, Mrs. I. Moore, 
Mrs. K. Bonde, Mrs. H. Dobinson, Miss EK. Walker, 
Miss D. Lawson, Miss M. Foster, Miss C. Robert- 
son, Miss P. Mowbray, Miss O. Critchley, Miss C. 
Whidden, Miss J. Webster, Miss B. Mawson, Miss 
M. Deeble, Miss FE. Work, Miss G. Work, Mr. 
Macauley and Mr. Dobinson. 


TeLernone Tarik is published bi-monthly at Van- 
couver, B. C., by the British Columbia Telephone 
Company for the benefit of its employees. Address 
all communications to the editor, Newton F. Pullen, 
British Columbia Telephone Company. This publi- 
cation is authorized as second class mail, Post Of- 
fice Department, Ottawa. 
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Bouquets in Our Mail Bag 





Orchid for Miss Orlecki 


From a letter to the B. C. Telephone Com- 
pany in Vancouver: 


“Ite gas blow-out at this address (1122 
Burnaby street)—-I would like to express my 
appreciation of the prompt assistance given 
by your operator to me, as a result of which 
the Fire Department was here in a matter of 
a few minutes. 

“Between the shock of the explosion and 
my efforts to quiet the frightened babies, I 
was utterly unable to put through the call to 
the Fire Department, and I greatly appreciate 
the assistance given by your company in the 
distressing incident. 


” 


“Yours sincerely and gratefully ... 
—M. J. Friru. 


(The address mentioned is served by the 
Marine-Pacific dial system. In the emergency 
the subscriber simply dialed “0” for operator, 
and Miss Anne Orlecki, of the Dial Service 
staff, handled the call.) 


* + ** 


Praise from Premier’s Office 


From a letter to the B. C. Telephone Com- 
pany in Victoria: 

“I would like to take this opportunity of 
expressing to you and through you my very 
sincere appreciation for the kind co-operation 
this office has received at all times from your 
long distance operators, and more particu- 
larly during the past five or six weeks during 
which period there has been such heavy traffic. 
The patience exercised by the operators and 
their diligence in endeavouring to complete 
our calls as quickly as possible, leaves both 
the Premier and myself with a deep sense of 
gratitude. 

“The Premier and I would like you to know 
that the courteous and prompt service ren- 
dered has not been overlooked.” 

—Perrcy Ricuarps, 
Secretary to the Premier of B. C., 
Victoria. 
* * 


Cheer for Rossland Men 


From a letter to C. E. G. Fisher, district 
manager, Nelson: 


“May I pay tribute to the prompt and effi- 
cient service rendered by your repair and 
maintenance department in Rossland. When 
my connection was torn down today by an 
extra high truck, they had my service restored ° 
within half an hour of being notified. 

“Tt is a pleasure to deal with a company 
which still pays such attention, even to the 
needs of the relatively unimportant private 
subscriber.” 

—ARTHUR TurRNER, 
Rossland. 


(The repair Job was done by L. E, Had- 
field, aided by Albert Deamour.) 


* + 


For Our Victory Loan Aid 


From a letter to the Public Relations Depart- 
ment: : 

“In reviewing the many agencies which 
have been responsible for the amazing success 
of Canada’s Ninth Victory Loan, the work | 
which you and your company have done on 
our behalf looms prominently. 

“Your assistance throughout your own or- 
ganization as well as the many outside matters 
to which you have attended on our behalf have 
been most gratefully appreciated by all our 
organization, and I wish to take this oppor- 
tunity to express the thanks of our committee 
for all the assistance which we have received. 
I am sure you will derive much personal satis- 
faction from the fact that the sales outside of 
the Special Names Group will exceed 160 
per cent of quota for British Columbia and 
the Yukon when they have been all recorded. 
We expect the total to be approximately 
$114,000,000. This compares with the pre- 
vious high record of $74,606,000, which was 
achieved in the Eighth Victory Loan. 

“This can well be construed as a very im- 
portant contribution to the national welfare, 
and you and your associates have taken a 
prominent part in achieving this success.” 

—G. Lyau. Fraser, 
Chairman, Provincial Public Relations 
Section, National War Finance Com- 
mittee. 
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North-west Telephone Co. 
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Mission Telephone Co, Ltd... nenmsnenennm 


Totals for above companies . 


(Gain from January I, 1945, to November 1, 


Connecting companies in B. Cv " 
Totals including connecting companies... 


+Operated from Kamloops, 


No. of Tels, 
Jan. 1, 1944 


458 
166 
277 

&° 

34 
295 
109 

37 
330 
661 
2382 
$02 
917 
$01 


32 
2,762 
2,068 

82 
6,807 
4,218 

208 
274 
1,863 
221 
192 
1735 
1,069 
27 
448 
788 

48 

2,641 
92,009 
23,251 

2,594 

12 

561 





153,916 
1,301 


493 
233 
214 
218 
55 
30 





1,243 


111 
154 
1,210 
437 

3 


1,935 
379 





158.774 


10.786 
169,560 


No, of Tels. 


No. of Tels 


No. of Tels. 


Jan. 1,1945 Oct. 1,1945 Nov. 1, 1945 


486 
165 
287 

88 

15 
310 
113 

41 
348 
705 
227 
515 
953 


67 
172 
37 
2,855 
2,154 
79 
7,038 
4,330 
224 
288 
1,963 
226 
208 
180 
1,099 
28 
455 
705 
51 
2,665 
94,164 
23,718 
2,689 
11 
581 





157,716 
1,302 


557 
264 
236 
247 
51 
32 





1,387 


119 
133 
1,266 
476 





2,016 
396 





162.817 
19-45, 2.8%) 


11,464 
174,281 


500 
164 
395 
97 
16 
331 
120 
44 
364 
1735 
239 
526 
973 
321 
1,463 
251 
65 
269 
53 
223 
501 
100 
96 
2,169 
93 
335 
72 
550 
428 
764 





160.792 
1,329 


571 
276 
237 
260 
50 
40 





1,434 


121 
146 
1,293 
496 
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2,058 
410 


166,023 


12.034 
178,057 


503 
164 
305 
97 
18 
337 
123 
42 
363 
779 
248 
537 
979 
$28 
1,189 
248 
66 


2,954 
2,199 
77 
7125 
4,459 
261 
315 
2.051 
286 
216 
179 
1.135 
33 
459 
635 
37 
2.675 
96.272 
23.813 
2,834 
} 

628 





161,258 
1,334 


581 
281 
235 
268 
49 
40 





1,454 


127 
152 
1,300 
508 

2 





2,089 
ats 





166,549 


12.061 
178.610 


The only complaint we have heard about the 
telephone service during the war years reminds 
us of the complaint made about Mother’s pud- 
ding—‘‘good, but not enough of it’’. Our local 
service can’t be beat. The telephone girls are 
always on the job with unfailing courtesy and 
helpfulness. That is all to the good. The B. C. 
Telephone Co. itself keeps on telling us that 
‘We're heading back to normal, but there'll be 
waiting lists for many months yet.” No one 
regrets this more than the Telephone Com- 
pany, but now that the war is over, we must be 
patient just a little longer till things really get 
back to normal. Then, without a moment’s 
hesitation, we can all say our say when the 
operator says ““Number, please?” 


—Similkameen Star, 
Princeton, B. C. 


